StoryWalk®
Langley
A COMMUNITY PROJECT OUTLINE

Shoot queries here:
info@langleyliteracynetwork.com info@langleychildren.com
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The StoryWalk® Langley project is supported by two cross-sectoral community tables.
The Langley Literacy Network, an established community literacy table made up of
stakeholders and partners working together towards creating literacy opportunities
for Langley residents.
Langley Children Committee, a collaborative partnership of public and non-profit
agencies operating in Langley on behalf of children aged 0-12 years. Working in
partnership to ensure Langley is a community where all children and families thrive,
with goals to support and facilitate every family’s right to be healthy, safe and
supported.

It is with great appreciation that we wish to acknowledge StoryWalk® was created by Anne
Ferguson of Montpelier, VT and has developed with the help of Rachel Senechal, Kellogg-Hubbard
Library.
Research and supporting data for this project included reports from:
kellogghubbard.org/storywalk, pjlibrary.org and my.nflibrary.ca
www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/rttt/storywalk/storywalk-v3lo-res.pdf

WHAT IS STORYWALK®
A StoryWalk® is an innovative and delightful way for children – and adults –
to enjoy stories in the great outdoors.
Pages from a children’s book are enclosed in permanent metal structures
along a park path, trail, playground or neighbourhood in the community.
As you stroll down the trail, you’ll go from page to page, enjoying the story
along with a walk in nature.
StoryWalk® boards will also have physical literacy prompts with each page,
in order to promote fun and active movement in conjunction with literacy.
This project aims to see 10 StoryWalk® locations installed in both the
Township and City of Langley and would change the story in each location,
every 4-6 weeks.

WHO WILL ENJOY A
STORYWALK®
Conceived as a way to inspire parents, teachers, and other adults to take
young children outdoors to enjoy reading stories together, StoryWalks®
helps build children’s interest in reading while encouraging healthy outdoor
activity for both children and their grown-ups.
Toddlers, pre-schoolers and school-age children will enjoy StoryWalks®,
however StoryWalks® have broad appeal, and many seniors report enjoying
the stories during their walks as well!
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WHY IS THIS PROJECT
NEEDED IN OUR
COMMUNITY?
This project aims to build literacy skills in the Langley community. We
know that 30% of children in Langley enter Kindergarten with a
vulnerability in one or more areas of cognitive, language, social/emotional
skills or physical development*.
In Langley, that represents almost 500 children a year who start school at a
disadvantage. This project builds children's capacity in all of the
aforementioned developmental areas.
Books chosen for the StoryWalk® will support social and emotional
development. Parents reading aloud to their children, builds literacy and
language skills. Enjoying movement through walks, builds children's
physical development. (*EDI data, wave 7)
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SUPPORTING CHILDREN
AND FAMILIES
StoryWalk® is one of those unexpected, delightful ideas that combines four critical
elements for overall family health: early literacy learning, family engagement
outdoors, and physical activity and connectedness
Early literacy is “what children know about reading and writing before they actually
learn to read or write.” Early literacy builds the foundation for “mature” literacy (learning
about all print forms of language and using them to communicate).
Literacy experts recommend that adults support early vocabulary acquisition by having
regular conversations with children, asking questions while reading books, and helping
children identify words as they play or go through the day.
Reading a StoryWalk® with adults gives children the opportunity to learn new words,
describe things and events, enjoy and tell stories, learn how to follow a story in
sequence (physically moving from page to page), and hear and play with sounds and
letters in words.

For school age children, StoryWalk® not only allows for a love of literacy as their skill
levels develop and they read on their own, but also provides potential for students to
publish their own stories and contribute to literacy in their community.
Doing things together as a family helps build values, traditions, and rituals that
keep children connected to their family. StoryWalk® is a perfect opportunity for
parents and other adults to be their children’s first teacher while reading and playing
outdoors.
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Physical activity is an essential for a healthy lifestyle. Regular physical activity
increases lean body mass, muscle, and bone strength and promotes good physical
health. It fosters psychological well-being, can increase self-esteem and capacity for
learning, and can help children and adolescents handle stress.
StoryWalk® is a win-win for everyone. Families play outside together, having fun
and creating memories. Children build school-readiness skills, families connect to
and feel ownership of their community, and everyone experiences fresh air and
physical movement!
StoryWalk® also opens the door to conversations about important issues like
respect, kindness and love and uses the power of story to promote inclusion and
an appreciation for diversity within the broader community. This allows for
connnectedness from self to community.
adapted from: bostonchildrensmuseum.org

“I started the project as a way to promote
physical activity, early literacy, and family time
together in nature. I wanted to create something
that would involve parents and other grownups
along with children that would be fun and draw
people outside to enjoy parks and trails and fresh
air! I have been pleasantly surprised to see how
people of all ages enjoy a StoryWalk.”

Anne Ferguson
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HOW DOES
STORYWALK® IMPACT
KIDS
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
StoryWalks® can foster a feeling of connectedness, not only to
others who are taking part in theStoryWalk®, but also to the
community at large.
PERSONAL HEALTH & WELL-BEING
Participating in StoryWalk® allows for physical movement and
sharing the experience with others. This promotes both
physical and social/emotional health and well-being.
ENGAGEMENT WITH SELF & SURROUNDINGS
Experiential learning occurs through this type of experience.
Children may have the opportunity to develop valuable skills
including problem solving, self-regulation, and engagement
within their natural surroundings.
PERSONAL EXPRESSION & LANGUAGE
A StoryWalk® provides an opportunity for children and families
to enjoy storytelling, develop oral language skills, and express
their ideas.
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STORYWALK® LANGLEY
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
In 2020 funds were received from a generous grant to support Physical Literacy in
Langley. After many discussions, the community partners decided to collaborate
across tables and across sectors to deliver the StoryWalk® idea to Langley residents.
With only $4,000 we opted to create a medium budget version of the many
iterations of the idea that we came across in our research.

1

low budget version
simply laminate story book pages, zap
strapped to fences.

2

medium budget version
laminated story book pages, attached with
velcro to lawn signs

3

high budget version
permanent wood or metal structures placed
in high traffic areas, such as
neighbourhoods, parks, schools or the
business core of a town.

The partnership created 13 portable StoryWalk® kits that are free for Langley
community partners to book out for a 2 week period. Since launching the kits, they
have been booked out over 30 times with terrifically positive feedback.
Now, the partnership is actively seeking large funding opportunities 50-100K to
install permanent structures across the community.
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HOW CAN THE
COMMUNITY USE
STORYWALK® KITS
There are many opportunities to set up a StoryWalk® as
part of an existing community event. Below are some
ideas to inspire your community to help families be
physically active and build young children’s literacy skills.

Ask a Mayor, Police Chief, Nurse or someone
of influence in your committee to lead a
StoryWalk® virtually or in person.

Festivals. Participate in community harvest,
apple, or story festivals by providing a
StoryWalk® to go along with the theme.

Community venues. Support a new venue in
your community. Is there a new bike or hiking
trail in the park, a new store, or a newly
renovated library?

Family Literacy Week in January each year.
This means plenty of opportunities to
showcase StoryWalk® in any venue.

If the local museum is having a special
exhibit, see if you can pair a StoryWalk® with
the theme of the exhibit.

Kindergarten registration. You can support
the important transition to kindergarten with
a meaningful story about going to school for
the first time.

Celebrations of all kinds. Grandparents’ Day,
Mother’s Day, Halloween. Any holiday is a
great opportunity to create a StoryWalk® for
families
Organize a flashlight StoryWalk® evening for
families at your school.

Community days. Have a StoryWalk®
scavenger or treasure hunt.
Local farmers’ market. Set up a StoryWalk®
at your local farmers’ market. There are
wonderful stories about fruit and veggies!

Lawn Sign Templates

Physical Literacy
Prompts

Book Selection
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